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has already been said, to declare that the criterion here must be
social.   We want the person to note and recall and judge those
things which make him an effective competent member of
the group in which he is associated with others.   Otherwise
we might as well set the pupil to observing carefully cracks on
the wall and set him to memorizing meaningless lists of words
in an unknown tongue — which is about what we do in fact
when we give way to the doctrine of formal discipline.   If
the observing habits of a botanist or chemist or engineer are
better habits than those which are thus formed, it is because
they deal with subject matter which is more significant in life.
In concluding this portion of the discussion, we note that
the distinction between special and general education has noth-
ing to do with the transferability of function or power.   In
the literal sense, any transfer is miraculous and impossible.
But some activities are broad;  they involve a coordination
of many factors.   Their development demands continuous
alteration and readjustment.   As conditions change, certain
factors are subordinated, and others which had been of mino^
importance come to the front.   There is constant redistribu-
tion of the focus of the action, as is seen in the illustration of a
game as over against pulling a fixed weight by a series of uni-
formmotions.   Thus thereispractice in promptmaking of new
combinatiens with the focus of activity shifted to meet change
in subject matter.   Wherever an activity is broad in scope
(that is, involves the coordinating of a large variety of sub-
activities), and is constantly and unexpectedly obliged to
change direction ha its progressive development, general educa-
tion is bound to result.   For this is what 'general* means;
• broad and flexible.   In practice, education meets these condi-
tions, and hence is general, in the degree in which it takes ac-
count*l'of social relationships.   A person may become expert
in technical philosophy, or philology, or mathematics or en-
gineering or financiering, and be inept and ill-advised in his
action and judgment outside of his specialty.   If however his

